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Abstract 
 
To change the nature of an object into a new figure is like giving birth to it all 
over. The study examined the prospects accrued to using found objects as a tool 
for curbing land pollution in Gombe metropolis, Nigeria. Data was collected 
from existing literature, visit to dump sites, interview with scavengers and the 
immediate communities. The result shows that there are several refuse 
dumpsites (legal and illegal) within the metropolis. Solid wastes like metals, 
plastics, woods, glasses, ceramics, leather, stones among others are disposed at 
the sites. These wastes, to the artists, are known as found objects. They are burnt, 
allowed to litter the environment and decay or scavenged for either reuse, 
recycling or reclamation. This paper, therefore, recommends the need for using 
found object materials at the dumpsites to creatively produce works of art known 
as found object sculptures, using them as a tool for curbing solid waste 
decomposition and burning which is hazardous to groundwater and climatic 
condition of Gombe Metropolis and the world at large. 
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                 Introduction 
 
Given the situation of our contemporary 
waste management in the Nigerian 
environment and the need to correct it, it 
is important that artists are encouraged 
to recycle everyday waste materials such 
as cards, papers, glass, tin, metals, 
aluminum, and plastics instead of the 
mismanagement habits being witnessed 
in our society today.  
 
According to the Encyclopedia of Art 
Education (2015), the translation of the 
French phrase “objet toure” is used to 
describe the object(s) found by an artist 
of which with minimal modification is or 
are then presented as work(s) of art. The 
idea is that the artist believes that the 
discovered objects possess certain 
aesthetic qualities in appearance and 
therefore displays it or them for the 
appreciation of others. Typically, found 
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objects include natural materials like 
shell, shaped piece of wood, stone, bone, 
and horn just to mention but few. Man-
made objects include scrap metal, nuts, 
parts of motorcycle, bicycles, cars, and 
others. It also includes rod, old shoes, 
and clothes, among others. Found objects 
have been used in many different types 
of art including paintings, various forms 
of sculptures that include assemblage 
and installations (Faida, 2016). 
 
Human activities on earth give rise to 
residual materials which are not of 
immediate use where they are. These 
residual materials may be recycled, 
reclaimed, or reused; otherwise, they 
constitute waste which will ultimately be 
released to the environment in mobile 
form or in situ (USEPA, 2008). Solid 
waste is defined as a nuisance, unwanted 
or discarded material with insufficient 
liquid content or gas for free movement 
(Vision 20:20). It can be classified as 
biodegradable, or non-biodegradable, 
soluble or insoluble, organic or 
inorganic, toxic or non-toxic (Kostawa, 
2006; Ajadike, 2007). Irrespective of the 
classification of solid wastes, most of the 
urban wastes are degradable which aid 
the rate of leachate formation and 
migration compared to non-
biodegradable that can last for many 
years without any sign of decomposition.  
 
There is, therefore, a possibility of 
leachate generation, plume extension, 
and migration at the base of urban 
landfill owing to the decomposition of 
discarded materials. According to Irina 
(2006), concentration (mg/L) of leachate 
constituent are in phases namely; 
transition (0-5 years), acid formation (10-
20 years) and finally maturity (>20 
years). Groundwater may not be 
contaminated at the inception of waste 
deposition on the land. It is on this 
background that the study is aimed at 
highlighting the prospects accrued to 
using found objects sculpture as a tool 
for curbing land pollution in Gombe 
metropolis, Nigeria. 
 
Hence, this paper seeks to look at the 
study area i.e the dumpsite for collecting 
the found objects, and an overview of 
found objects sculptures. Data were 
collected from both primary sources 
which include authors field observation, 
interview and secondary sources include 
existing literature. The data was 
analyzed and presented using 
descriptive statistics. 
 
Study Area 
Gombe is located in the northeast 
geopolitical zone of Nigeria. It is the 
largest city and capital of Gombe State. 
Gombe State created on 1st October 1996 
and has eleven local government areas 
namely: Akko, Balanga, Billiri, Dukku, 
Gombe, Funakaye, Kaltungo, Kwami, 
Nafada, Shongom, and YamaltuDeba. 
The state is situated at latitudes 90 30’ and 
120 20’ North and longitudes 80 45’ and 
110 45’ East. It has boundaries to the west 
with Bauchi State, to the south with 
Adamawa and Taraba States, to the 
north with Yobe State and to the east 
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with Borno State (SEED II 2008 – 2011) 
(Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1: Map of Nigeria Showing Gombe State 
 
The state covers an area of 20,265km2 and 
has a population of 2,587,159 according 
to the 2006 population census. It is 
situated in the Sahel Savannah with a 
tropical continental type of climate that 
has a longer dry season, November to 
April, and a shorter rainy season that 
lasts from May to October. Mineral 
resources in the state include gypsum, 
talc, limestone, dolomite, silica, uranium 
and kaolin. Most of these minerals are 
extracted in commercial quantity. There 
is only one large scale industry in the 
state. It produces cement and is located 
in Ashaka near Bajoga. Other industries 
in the state fall in the category of small 
scale industries and are ubiquitous and 
include bakeries and block industries, 
pottery, leatherworks and blacksmithing 
 
Result and Discussions 
 
The results of the analysis show that 
there are a lot of legal and illegal refuse 
dump sites in Gombe metropolis where 
solid wastes are disposed (Plates I-IV). 
Solid waste disposal has become a major 
problem in the town. Therefore, 
indiscriminate dumping, irregular 
collection of waste generated and 
inadequate resources are the key 
problems facing solid waste 
management in Gombe. The agencies 
entrusted with the task of collection of 
waste generated per day collects less 
than half of the waste generated in any 
parts of the town. This leaves a backlog 
of tones of waste uncollected a day which 
resulted in littering, heaping of waste 
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and overflowing of skips with waste in 
the town. 
 
 
Plate I: legal refuse dump site in Gombe 
metropolis, photograph by Ishaku 
Deborah, Source: Fieldwork, 2018 
 
 
Plate II: legal refuse dump site in Gombe 
metropolis, photograph by Ishaku 
Deborah, Source: Fieldwork, 2018 
 
 
Plate III: An illegal refuse dump site in 
Gombe metropolis, photograph by Ishaku 
Deborah, Source: Fieldwork, 2018 
 
Plate IV: An illegal refuse dump site in 
Gombe metropolis, photograph by Ishaku 
Deborah, Source: Fieldwork, 2018 
 
Therefore, materials dump at these sites 
can be used by artists to aesthetically 
produce sculptural works, using 
different techniques and style of their 
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choice. Hence, based on the foregoing, 
artists using these materials will greatly 
solve the problem of pollution compared 
to burning them. These refuse are being 
burnt, allowed to decay and only a few 
scavenged daily by scavengers to extract 
solid waste for reuse, reclaiming or 
recycling. However, results from existing 
literature by Buba (2013) whose study 
examines the household solid waste 
management practices and the role of 
agencies responsible for its management 
in Gombe, revealed that majority of the 
residents in Gombe dump their wastes in 
open spaces, drainages and vacant plots. 
About 32% of the residents do not have 
their wastes collected at all most 
especially in the low-income 
neighborhoods. The results also indicate 
that waste separation does not take place 
at both household level and official 
dumpsites. Most of the wastes generated 
are food, paper, textile materials, plastic 
materials, polythene bags, bottle and tin 
cans. The results indicated that the 
agencies in charge of solid waste 
management in Gombe were not 
efficient. This could be closely linked 
with the lack of equipment, trained 
manpower, and poor funding of these 
agencies and also the negative attitude of 
the households towards solid waste 
management. Based on these findings, 
the study recommended strategic 
options for efficient and effective 
management of solid waste in Gombe. 
These include community participation, 
payment for waste management, public-
private partnership, adequate resourcing 
of waste management agencies, 
monitoring and supervision, use of 
integrated solid waste management 
model and use of appropriate 
technology. This research did not only 
identify the waste, but it also showed 
how some artists have put such waste 
into use, sculpturally. 
 
Gombe metropolis has an area of 52km2 
and a population of 266,844 persons 
according to 2006 population census 
(NPC, 2006), the population is projected 
to be 399,531 persons using 3.2% growth 
rate (National Population Commission). 
The rise in the population level brought 
with its rapid economic growth and 
consequently the rise in living standards 
of the people. Wastes and other 
contaminants from residential and other 
land uses in Gombe town are highly 
visible.  
 
Over the years, solid waste disposal has 
become a major problem in the town 
causing land pollution. Therefore, 
indiscriminate dumping, irregular 
collection of waste generated and 
inadequate resources are the key 
problems facing solid waste 
management in Gombe (Buba, 2013). 
This has resulted in littering, heaping of 
waste and overflowing of skips with 
waste in the town which pollutes the 
land, reduces the groundwater quality 
and apart from groundwater quality, the 
society and the environment as a whole 
is facing a threat of being deteriorated 
because of improper solid waste 
management, and therefore creating a 
threat to human health.  
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Found Objects Sculptures  
Duniya and Faida (2018) state that, 
“Found object sculptures are phenomena 
that are not restricted to contemporary 
Nigerian art. Indeed, in several other 
places including Nigeria, it is known 
with a variety of nomenclatures such as 
discarded objects, waste/ rejected objects 
and junk art, among others”. According 
to Olbrantz in Faida (2016), the idea to 
explore with found objects are seen in the 
works of artists such as Alexander 
Calder, Robert Rauschenberg, John 
Chamberlain, and Louise Nevelsun that 
are dated to, as early as the 1930s and 60s. 
These artists explored the creative 
possibilities of junk/waste as media for 
art production, such as coffee cans, scrap 
wood, twisted bumper, just to mention 
but three. They used all of these, among 
other objects, to create dynamic and 
expressionistic works of art. 
 
Adewumi (2013), notes that the use of 
found objects became popular in the 
mid-80s when the former military ruler 
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida 
introduced the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP).  According to the 
author, the idea started first with 
sculptors before the 2-dimensional artists 
including Jacob Jari, and Jerry Buhari 
picked it up.  This is similar to the 
experience at the Institute of 
Management and Technology Enugu, 
where sculptors like Chris Afuba and 
Obi Anidi, as students in the 80s were 
experimenting with scrap metals. Later 
painters joined in the experimentation. 
Foremost among them is Nsikkak Essien, 
who experimented with found objects to 
create relief paintings, while at the Yaba 
College of Technology Lagos, Olu 
Amoda and a few others also joined and 
experimented with found objects. All of 
these initial experiments culminated into 
a new consciousness of the 
resourcefulness of found objects as 
materials for creativity. It is important to 
quickly add that, the waste to art culture 
was initially not widely accepted among 
artists and in particular, the collectors. 
Re-use of waste began to gain popularity 
when artists like El Anatsui emerged 
with more engaging experiments that 
received global accolade and brought 
international recognition. With the 
gradual spread of the waste-to-art 
tradition among academic artists and a 
few professionals, the culture began to 
find acceptability in public quarters. 
Many young Nigerian artists and 
professionals now found satisfaction in 
creating with recyclable materials. 
  
For instance, Timothy Washington’s 
work titled “Final Notice” (Plate V) is a 
sculptural piece that looks like a female 
figure, using mug handle to serve as ears. 
The arms are wide open created with 
bicycle tyre, pieces of long cloth, 
alongside ribbons which are hanged on  
each arm, and a tag captioned ‘warning’ 
which signifies caution, is placed on the 
left hand of the sculptural figure. 
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Plate V: Final Notice, Timothy 
Washington, Found Objects, Unknown, 
2013, Source: www.blogs.kcrw.com 
 
 
 
 
Plate VI: Where Dem Dey? Artist: Emeka 
Egose, Medium: found objects, Size: 6 
feet, Year: unknown, Source: Duniya and 
Faida 2018 
The sculptural work in (Plate VI) also 
depicts a human figure, shown to be 
seated on a wheelbarrow. Interestingly, 
the figure is resting its head on its right-
hand palm. The figure’s left leg is tilted 
upward, enabling the left elbow to rest 
on its thigh, while the right leg rest from 
its seated position normally on the floor. 
This posture creates a rhythmic 
movement, between the head, the arm, 
and the leg. More so, the left leg is also 
resting on the tyre of the wheelbarrow, 
while the right leg is firmly rested to the 
base of the work, which strikes a balance 
on the composition. Again, found objects 
from vehicle and motorbike parts, a 
discarded wheelbarrow and other varied 
scraps, have been used in this sculpture 
composition 
 
The work speaks volume of the typical 
Nigerian situation, where 
unemployment is the order of the day, 
especially among youths. Citizen’s 
struggles for survival, engaging in 
menial jobs such as wheelbarrowing, 
masonry work, as well as, hawking, 
among others.  The title of the work 
“where demdey?” can be said to be 
indirectly referring to the Nigerian 
leaders, who usually compromise their 
position of authority, by the 
mismanagement of the resources in their 
trust, in favor of selfish interest, that is 
manifested through primitive 
accumulation of wealth, thus, letting the 
citizens suffer. The artist, therefore, is 
questioning the leaders, who make 
unrealistic promises during campaign 
and manifestoes; stating that, they will 
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provide jobs and other social amenities, 
but who usually fail to fulfill their 
promises. 
 
Plate VII: The Energy Source: Second 
warning, Timothy Washington, Found 
Objects, Size: Unknown, 2003, source: 
Faida Samuel 2015 
 
The work by Zac Freeman in Plate VII is 
a relief sculpture portrait made of found 
objects; The materials used to execute 
this art piece are, Buttons, Jar lids, and 
Legos of different sizes, shapes, colors, 
and texture. Thus, the materials used to 
creatively produce the work were gotten 
from dumpsites. Artists collecting such 
materials from dumpsite help in 
pollution reduction in the community.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Therefore, it is the submission of this 
paper that given the situation of our 
contemporary waste management in 
Gombe metropolis and its environment, 
materials found at dump sites can be 
creatively used to produce sculptural 
works and by so doing, reducing land 
pollution in the community and 
economically solving the issues of artist 
buying materials.  
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